Ann Arbor Railroad 





Abandoned Early Lines 


d یں‎ 
X ኣኻ ነ ١ A NS *s . 
با‎ t ኳ Wi ` ኣኣ ኣኣ 
۱ 
AN Wao AN 
AN NN N : ^ ኻ ^ 2 
DROS 


A A ON C 

ኣ AN ۱ ኣ 

Wi ahh ^ 4 ۷ d ኣ እ‏ ا 
dh bi, MAN va AN‏ 





Map from the 1895 Standard Atlas of Washtenaw Count 





The Ann Arbor 
Railroad 


Abandoned Early Lines 


James 5. Hannum, M. D. 


Copyright © 2013 by James S. Hannum, M. D. 


All rights reserved. No portion of this publication may be reproduced 
or transmitted in any form without the express written permission of 
James S. Hannum, M. D. 


Hannum, M. D., James ۰ 


The Ann Arbor Railroad, Abandoned Early Lines 


Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 2012910875 


ISBN 978-0-9679043-9-9 


Second Edition 


Published by Hannum House Publications 


Printed in the United States of America by Gorham Printing 


Front Cover: The “key” logo formed part of the trademark of the 
Toledo, Ann Arbor & North Michigan Railway Company in the 
1880s and first half of the 1890s. The company motto was “The 
Key to Northern Michigan." The background map is from the 
1888 Indexed Map of the World by Rand McNally. 


Opposite Title Page: from a Washtenaw County map that was 
published in the 1895 Standard Atlas of Washtenaw County. 


Back End-papers: poster advertising the South Lyon connections 
of the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand Trunk Railway, courtesy of the 
Library of Congress. 


Contents 


159889.6/፡:198.51ሀ66ያ፡...7.....:.........ር፡፡.፡፡.፡.፡.፡፡፡...ን..” ۱ ۸4-ض۱ض۱‎ - 7-7 ٧ 1 
Chronology OF Major EVENTS usual 2 
Part I - The Abandoned Lines North of Ann Arbor ٠۰ 4 
Track Configurations between 1878 and 1896 ۶٨۶/۶۶۰ 23 
Part 2-2 Minding (ne Old Grades. msn 31 
A ctm 60 
lano ^ — سس سس سس سس سس‎ —— ሻሸ 62 
اا ااا ا‎ Leder eue 65 





Also by the Author 


Michigan Bridget: Discovering the Truth Behind the Legend 
The Ann Arbor Railroad in 1967 (video) 
The Earl and Arrell Families from Ireland to North America 


Gone But Not Forgotten, Abandoned Railroads 
of Thurston County, Washington, First and Second Editions 


South Puget Sound Railroad Mania 


Delusions of Grandeur, The Olympia & Tenino Railroad 





11 


Introduction 


changes undergone by the line. Most 
of the data found therein comes from 
five sources: Volume 84, page 192 of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission Valuation 
Report for the Ann Arbor Railroad; various 
yearly editions of Poor's Manual of Railroads; 
several yearly volumes of Annual Report of 
the Commissioner of Railroads of the State of 
Michigan; Aids, Gifts, Grants and Donations 
to Railroads ; and The Ann Arbor 
Railroad Fifty Years Ago. Citations for these 
sources may be found in the bibliography. 





Next, Part 1 ofthe book gives a detailed history 
of the line to South Lyon. It also includes 
information about construction of the right- 
of-way between Hamburg, Michigan and 
Hamburg Junction. Following this, maps on 
pages 23-30 show the evolution, north of Ann 
Arbor, of the railroad's track plan from 1878 
to 1896. In addition, maps on pages 20 and 
21 demonstrate specific changes in the line 
between Hamburg and Hamburg Junction, 
from the mid 1880s until the time after 1893. 


Part 2, the final portion of the book, presents 
a tour of the abandoned grades. Many of 
the 2003 photographs, 1874 Washtenaw 
County maps, and 1937 aerial photographs, 
appeared in the First Edition of this book. 
The Second Edition also contains more recent 
photographs, many of which were made within 
the city of Ann Arbor. A recently obtained 
1955 aerial photograph, displaying the north 
side of Ann Arbor, illustrates the tremendous 
changes that have occurred there in the last 
half-century. A brief discussion of the branch 
line that served a quarry northeast of Dundee, 
Michigan, is presented last. 


Every year, it becomes a bit harder to find 
traces of the right-of-way that was, at one 
time, part of this railroad's mainline. Perhaps 
this book will assist in preservation of that 
which remains. 


From 1896 until 1976, the mainline 
location of the Ann Arbor Railroad was 
relatively unchanged. However, the line 
underwent extensive alterations of track 
configuration during the 18 years before 
1896. Most of those alterations involved 
the addition of new right-of-way leading to 
the northern part of the Lower Peninsula. 
However, abandonment of an early line to 
South Lyon, Michigan marked a significant 
change in the company's expectation 
about the source of future business. 
The primary purpose of this book is to 
summarize the history of the South Lyon 
line. Information will be provided that can 
help interested readers locate those long- 
abandoned grades. 


My personal interest in the Ann Arbor 
Railroad began when I was growing up in 
Milan, Michigan. The house where I lived 
was approximately 400 yards east of that 
line, and trains could be seen and heard 
from my bedroom window. In 1967, 1 was 
fortunate to land a summer job as a relief 
head brakeman on that railroad. Once, 
on a run between Owosso, Michigan and 
Cadillac, Michigan, the engineer pointed 
out a place where the railroad had been 
moved from its original alignment, seeking 
a more favorable grade. He mentioned 
that a large part of the line, immediately 
north of Ann Arbor, Michigan had been 
relocated. Years later, I learned that 
early in its existence, the railroad had 
terminated at South Lyon. 


A chronologic history of the railroad's 
major nineteenth century events is 
presented on pages 2 and 3. This 
information relates primarily to the tracks 
between Ann Arbor, South Lyon, and 
Hamburg Junction, Michigan. The region 
north of Hamburg Junction remains for 
others to consider. The chronology will be 
useful in understanding the several name 


Chronology of Major Events 


Railroad Company and the Toledo, Ann Arbor 
& Northeastern Railroad Company. The track 
between Toledo and South Lyon, Michigan will 
operate as the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand Trunk 
Railway through the first half of 1884. 


1881 - James M. Ashley notes, in a letter of May 
18, that the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand Trunk 
Railway Company is finished building bridges 
along its 23 mile right-of-way from South Lyon to 
Pontiac, and grading of that new segment of the 
line is complete. The Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand 
Trunk Railway begins rail service to South Lyon 
in August (reference page 622 of Poor's Manual of 
Railroads, Volume 17, 1884). 


1882 - Toledo, Ann Arbor & North Michigan 
Railway Company is incorporated on November 
16. Significantly, there is no “The” at the 
beginning of this corporation's name. Prior to July 
29, 1884, this entity has a separate existence from 
the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand Trunk Railway 
Company; the Toledo, Ann Arbor & North Michigan 
Railway operates north of Owosso, Michigan as far 
as Ithaca, Michigan. The Toledo, Ann Arbor & 
Grand Trunk Railway Company sells its graded 
right-of-way, between South Lyon and Pontiac, 
for $45,000, to the Michigan Air-Line Railway 
Company on October 25, 1882. The transaction 
includes culverts, bridges, and franchises; the 
deed does not mention existence of any track on 
this right-of-way. 


1883 - The Michigan Air-Line Railway begins 
service between Pontiac and South Lyon in 
October. That railroad's line from South Lyon 
to Jackson, Michigan is operating by January 1, 
1884. 


1884 - The Macon Branch of the Toledo, Ann Arbor 
& Grand Trunk Railway is operating from Macon 
Junction (between Dundee, Michigan and Azalia, 
Michigan) to the Bemis & Nogle limestone quarry. 
The Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand Trunk Railway 
Company is consolidated with (the) Toledo, Ann 
Arbor & North Michigan Railway Company. On 
July 29, the new entity is reincorporated with a 
slightly different (a capital “The”) name, The Toledo, 
Ann Arbor & North Michigan Railway Company. 
Page 613 of the 1885 edition of Poor's Manual of 


2 


1869 - The Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Railroad 
Company is incorporated on November 28. A right- 
of-way is purchased from Ann Arbor, Michigan to 
the Ohio state line. 


1870 - The Toledo & State Line Railroad is 
chartered in Ohio. It constructs a five mile line 
northward from Toledo, Ohio, ending at Alexis, 
Ohio. 


1872 - Grading of the right-of-way for the Toledo, 
Ann Arbor & Northern Railroad begins in the 
spring. The Toledo & State Line Railroad is 
incorporated on June 30. 


1874 - The Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Railroad 
Company enters bankruptcy in May. 


1875 - The Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern Railroad 
Company is sold to its principal contractor, B. P. 
Crane, on October 6. 


1877 - James M. Ashley (formerly the appointed 
Governor of Montana Territory) buys the Toledo, 
Ann Arbor & Northern Railroad Company from 
B. P. Crane on June 9. The Toledo & Ann Arbor 
Railroad Company is incorporated on November 
23. On the same day, this newly incorporated 
organization purchases the Toledo, Ann Arbor 
& Northern Railroad Company from James M. 
Ashley. 


1878 - The Toledo & Ann Arbor Railroad Company 
lays track from Ann Arbor to Alexis, Ohio. The job 
is completed on May 16. The Toledo & State Line 
Railroad Company is merged into, and becomes 
part of, the Toledo & Ann Arbor Railroad Company 
on May 24. Freight trains begin operating over the 
entire line on June 21. The Toledo, Ann Arbor & 
Northeastern Railroad Company is incorporated 
on September 26. The stated purpose of this new 
corporation is to build a railroad between Ann 
Arbor and Pontiac, Michigan. 


1880 - The Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand Trunk 
Railway Company is incorporated on October 15. 
It is a consolidation of the Toledo & Ann Arbor 


of Association within the State of Michigan are 
signed. The venture proposes to operate a railroad 
between the mainline of The Toledo, Ann Arbor 
& North Michigan Railway, near Leland Station, 
and Flint, Michigan. The document notes that 
right-of-way may be acquired by purchase, lease, 
or new construction. Approximately one month 
later, The Toledo, Ann Arbor & North Michigan 
Railway Company sells the South Lyon Branch, 
from a point 1500 feet northeast of Leland Station, 
to its connection with the Michigan Air-Line 
Railway at South Lyon (a distance stated therein 
to be 7 miles) to the South Lyons [sic] & Northern 
Railway Company. That deed is dated August 5 
and is recorded by the Oakland County Register 
of Deeds on August 25. The 1891 edition of the 
Michigan Railroad Commissioner’s Annual Report 
notes that the length of track in service on the 
South Lyon Branch was reduced, on September 
30, 1890, from 8 miles to 6 miles. 


1891 - Track from South Lyon, to a point 
immediately northeast of Leland Station, is 
removed by a gang of 100 unknown (unidentified) 
men on Sunday, March 29. 


1892 - The Quarry Branch at Macon Junction 
is downgraded to a spur serving the limestone 


quarry. 


1893 - Track is constructed between Hamburg 
and Hamburg Junction, eliminating the need for 
running rights over the Michigan Air-Line Railway 
between those two points. The Toledo, Ann Arbor 
& North Michigan Railway Company becomes 
insolvent and a receiver is appointed to operate 
the line. 


1895 - The Toledo, Ann Arbor & North Michigan 
Railway Company remains bankrupt and in 
receivership. It is sold to a reorganization 
committee on September 13. The Ann Arbor 
Railroad Company is incorporated on September 
21. It buys The Toledo, Ann Arbor & North 
Michigan Railway Company from the reorganization 
committee on October 14. 


1896 — A new segment of right-of-way, north of 
Ann Arbor, goes into operation during the summer. 
This cut-off replaces the line from Ann Arbor as 
far as Horseshoe Lake, via Leland Station. The 
latter track is removed in October, shortly after the 
new route is opened (source: Ann Arbor Register, 
October 29). 


1897 - The Ann Arbor Railroad Company emerges 
from receivership on July 1. 
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Railroads reports (as of December 31, 1884): “In 
October, 1882, the last named company (Toledo, 
Ann Arbor & North Michigan Railway Company) 
was organized to build an extension of that road 
northwesterly from South Lyons [sic] to St. Louis 
(Michigan), a distance of 91 miles. Of this the 
section from Owosso (Michigan) to St. Louis was 
opened for local business by the contractors in 
October, 1884. The construction of the remaining 
link from South Lyons [sic] to Owosso, 50 miles, 
is now under contract to be completed during 
the current year (1885). Pending its completion 
the intervening connection is now supplied by the 
Grand Trunk Ry” (author's italics). Although the 
Michigan Air-Line Railway is part of the Grand 
Trunk Railway system, it does not, itself, reach 
Owosso. However, the parent Grand Trunk 
Railway does. This suggests that for some period 
of time, probably late 1884 until June 21, 1886 
(see the following two paragraphs) The Toledo, 
Ann Arbor & North Michigan Railway Company is 
operating trains between South Lyon and Owosso, 
via Pontiac. 


1885 - The Toledo, Ann Arbor & North Michigan 
Railway Company constructs a track from a 
point immediately northeast of Emery, Michigan, 
past Horseshoe Lake in Northfield Township, to 
Hamburg, Michigan. Construction was estimated 
to have taken place in 1885 (see page 20 of The Ann 
Arbor Railroad Fifty Years Ago). At approximately 
the same time, the railroad completes its line 
between Durand, Michigan and Hamburg Junction, 
Michigan. In 1886, the company's fifth annual 
report (covering 1885) notes that the latter right- 
of-way is in operation no later than December 31. 
Negotiations begin to secure running rights over 
the Michigan Air-Line Railway, between Hamburg 
and Hamburg Junction. 


1886 - A formal lease for running rights over 
3.07 miles of track belonging to the Michigan Air- 
Line Railway, between Hamburg and Hamburg 
Junction, is concluded on June 21, 1886 (see page 
31 of Aids, Gifts, Grants and Donations to Railroads 


Including Outline of Development and Succession 
in Titles to Railroads in Michigan). Page 458 of 
the Fifteenth Annual Report of the Commissioner 


of Railroads of the State of Michigan for the Year 
1887 reports that the entire line, from Leland 


Station to Owosso, was completed in October of 
1886. The right-of-way between South Lyon and 
the origin of the new segment of track, northeast 
of Emery, becomes the South Lyon Branch of The 
Toledo, Ann Arbor & North Michigan Railway 
Company. 





1890 - The South Lyons [sic] & Northern Railway 
Company is formed on July 3, when Articles 


Part 1 


The Abandoned Lines 


North of Ann Arbor 


Railroad stretched from Toledo, Ohio, in 
the south, to Frankfort, Michigan, in the 
northwestern part of the Lower Peninsula. 
However, the founders of the railroad had 
a different vision for the future of the 
line in the late 1870s. They proposed to 
enlarge their railroad by adding a network 
of lines, originating at Ann Arbor, which 
would reach into the area of Michigan 
known as “the thumb." 


DYN THE 


At the beginning of the 21** century, the 
Ann Arbor Railroad operated just a few 
more miles of track than it did in 1878, 
when service commenced between Toledo 
and Ann Arbor. Originally, the line was 
built to provide the Ann Arbor business 
community with an alternative to the 
transportation monopoly enjoyed by 
the long-established Michigan Central 
Railroad. In its heyday, the Ann Arbor 
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Lyons [sic], on this extension, 15 miles 
north of Ann Arbor, and to which the line 
is now opened, a connection is made with 
the Detroit, Lansing and Northern RR., 
with which a traffic contract for southern 
extensions has been made. The rest of the 
extension is now ready for the iron, which 
is being laid, to be completed to Pontiac by 
September 1, 1881." 


Figure 1-3 is part of a map that was 
probably produced about 1880, or 
shortly before. It appeared in the 
1884 Tackabury's Atlas of the State of 
Michigan. Several interesting items are 
visible. The name applied to the railroad 
between Ann Arbor and South Lyon is 
the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand Trunk 
Railway. This did not become the official 
designation of the line until October 15, 
1880. The visible track between South 
Lyon and New Hudson, Michigan does not 
correspond to the actual right-of-way that 
was bought, earlier in 1880, by the Toledo, 
Ann Arbor & Northeastern Railway (one of 
the predecessors of the Toledo, Ann Arbor 
& Grand Trunk Railway). The thin, solid 
line, passing immediately south of New 
Hudson, represents a pre-existing survey 
that had been made for the Michigan Air- 
Line Railway. The latter line was owned 
by the Grand Trunk Railway (which later 
operated in Michigan as the Grand Trunk 
Western Railroad). 


It seems likely that the path shown in 
Figure 1-3 for the Toledo, Ann Arbor & 
Grand Trunk Railway, between South 
Lyon and New Hudson, represents an 
old, preliminary survey that predates 
1880. Much of it was not utilized when 
construction actually began along a 
somewhat different right-of-way that was, 
in fact, purchased in 1880. The graded, 
but incomplete line, between South Lyon 
and Pontiac, was sold to the Michigan Air- 
Line Railway on October 25, 1882. The 
latter line laid rail on it, and was operating 
from Pontiac to South Lyon in October of 
1883. It also finished its new line, from 
south Lyon to Jackson, by January و1‎ 
1884. 


A legitimate question can be raised as to 
whether the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand 
Trunk Railway ever laid any rail, let alone 
operated trains, north of the crossing with 


The initial phase of this project was to 
be a new line, between Ann Arbor and 
Pontiac. The company completed this 
segment as far as South Lyon. But, after 
grading and bridge construction was 
finished between South Lyon and Pontiac, 
construction was halted before track was 
installed between those two cities. An 
alternative plan for the final configuration 
of the railroad came under consideration 
at least as early as 1881. The owners of 
the company envisioned a link crossing 
Lake Michigan, to cities in Wisconsin and 
Michigan's Upper Peninsula. In Figure 
1-1, part of the 1881 Map Showing The 
Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand Trunk Railway 
And Its Connections, portions of the 
line that already existed, or were under 
construction, were represented with a 
red line. In addition, purple dashed lines 
indicate the proposed extension into “the 
thumb,” as well as another building project 
in the direction of northern Michigan. 
Figure 1-2 enlarges the portion of the 
same map between Toledo and Pontiac. 
Solid purple lines suggest anticipated 
interchange points with other railroads. 
The entire map may be viewed online (see 
Modelski in the Bibliography). 


Eventually, the projected northern 
extension prevailed, and the railroad 
cancelled its plan to enter “the thumb.” 
A northern terminal at Frankfurt was 
chosen, in the northwestern part of the 
Lower Peninsula. After that, the line 
from Ann Arbor to South Lyon became 
increasingly irrelevant to the fortunes of 
the company. In time, it became useless, 
and was abandoned completely. 


Poor’s Manual of Railroads, by Henry 
Varnum Poor, Edition of 1881, is a 
reliable source of information about the 
construction of track between Ann Arbor 
and South Lyon. Page 577 informs us 
that the Toledo, Ann Arbor and Grand 
Trunk Railway “. . . was formed by the 
consolidation October 16, 1878 of the 
Toledo and Ann Arbor RR. Co. from Toledo 
to Ann Arbor, 46 miles, completed August 
1, 1880; and the Toledo, Ann Arbor and 
North-eastern [sic] RR. Co., organized to 
extend the former line 38 miles to Pontiac 
to reach the Grand Trunk Railway, and 
to bring that line into direct connection 
with the lines entering Toledo. At South 
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Railway began passenger service to South 
Lyon. Constructed in 1871 by the Detroit, 
Lansing & Northern Railroad, this depot 
burned in 1908 and was replaced the 
following year. When this photograph 
was made (between 1900 and 1908), the 
D, L & N had become part of the Pere 
Marquette Railroad, which can be seen 
in the foreground. The Michigan Air- 
Line Railway lies immediately behind 
the depot. The visible Pere Marquette 
boxcar is spotted on a Pere Marquette 
siding serving the grain elevator, beyond 
the Michigan Air-Line mainline. The 
1882 terminus of the Toledo, Ann Arbor 
& Grand Trunk Railway would have also 
been behind the depot, on the same right- 
of-way occupied, in this picture, by the 
Michigan Air-Line Railway. 


The structure erected in 1909, as a 
replacement for the earlier station, was 
a “Witch’s Hat” style depot, which was 
moved to its present South Lyon location 
several years ago. It now serves as the 
home for the South Lyon Area Historical 
Society. 


the Detroit, Lansing & Northern Railroad, 
at South Lyon. Evidence bearing on that 
question is not conclusive, but I believe 
that some track likely was installed, at a 
minimum, between the crossing and the 
pre-existing D, L & N depot. It would have 
been used between August of 1881, when 
the company began rail service to South 
Lyon, and October 25, 1882, when that 
part of the right-of-way was sold. This 
notion is reinforced by the 1882 and 1883 
annual reports of the Michigan Railroad 
Commissioner, each of which noted the 
situation as it existed on December 31 of 
the preceding year. In both reports, the 
D, L & N reported that, in South Lyon, it 
crossed the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand 
Trunk Railway at grade. The map on page 
24 shows the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand 
T mas Railway as it existed after August 
of 1881. 


Figure 1-4 is a photograph provided 
courtesy of the South Lyon Area Historical 
Society. It is a view north, toward the 
station that was present at the time 
the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand Trunk 





Figure 1-4 Pre-1908 Station at South Lyon, Michigan 


line accessed South Lyon, the terminal 
of the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand Trunk 
Railway was moved to a new position, on 
the opposite side of the D, L & N track, 
from the depot. The illustration (Figure 
2-26) on page 49 imagines how this 
might have appeared in 1887. The view 
is northwest, toward the southeast end of 
the depot. Engine £12 prepares to depart 
with a southbound passenger train. B 
the time Figure 1-4 was made, the trac 
where the locomotive is seen, in Figure 2- 
26, had been removed. 


Little is known of the facilities used by the 
Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand Trunk Railway 
at South Lyon. There, the company must 
have made coal and water available for 
locomotives. Henry Burger, a prominent 
historian of the Ann Arbor Railroad, 
recalls a reference to a portable turntable 
at that northern terminal. Figure 1-5 is 


courtesy of the South Lyon Area Historical 
Society. It is an undated railroad right-of- 
way plat map of South Lyon, believed to 
have been made by the Michigan Air-Line 
Railway. It suggests that, after the latter 
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Figure 1-5 Undated Railroad Plat Map of South Lyon, Michigan 





photograph of the region around Emery. 
Figure 1-10۸ is the original photograph, 
while 1-10B uses a red line to highlight 
abandoned grades. The line from Leland 
Station to Hamburg, finished in 1886, is 
also shown. 


Apparently the freight house at Emery was 
recycled, after the railroad was removed, as 
had been the depot at Worden. Northfield 


Harvest, A Pictorial History of Northfield 


Township and the Whitmore Lake Area 
reports that the freight building associated 


with Leland Station was eventually moved 
across Earhart Road, to become a shed 
on the Ezra Wagner farm. Figure 1-11 
is courtesy of the Northfield Township 
Historical Society and first appeared in 
the book cited in the preceding sentence. 
The shed is on the right side of this 1907 
photograph, made facing east. Ezra 
Wagner, born in 1899, kneels with a 
dog. His mother, Dorothea, is standing. 
Contrary to the caption that appeared for 
this picture, in the book mentioned above, 
the raised driveway seen here was not the 
railroad roadbed. Figure 1-12 is a 1949 
aerial photograph of this specific area, 
with the railroad right-of-way appended 
using a red line. The grade actually 
passed behind both buildings visible in 
Figure 1-11. 


At least initially, the Toledo, Ann Arbor & 
Grand Trunk Railway promoted its new 
connection at South Lyon heavily, as 
suggested by the undated poster found in 
the back end-papers of this book. Figure 
1-13 is an 1882 timetable of the schedule 
for two daily (except Sunday) passenger 
trains in each direction, between Toledo 
and South Lyon. The poster and timetable 
were provided by Henry Burger. 


The 1885 and 1880 editions of Poor's 
Manual of Railroads suggest that, 
between late 1884 and (probably) October 
of 1886, The Toledo, Ann Arbor & North 
Michigan Railway operated through trains 
from South Lyon to Owosso, via Pontiac. 
It did so by utilizing running rights over 
the Grand Trunk Railway (see 1884 in 
the Chronology of Major Events). This 
arrangement must have been costly and 
inefficient. It was the major factor leading 
to construction of a very poorly engineered 
segment of track, described in the second 
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There were two major stations on the line 
from South Lyon to Ann Arbor. Both were 
in Washtenaw County. Worden Station 
was sited along Five Mile Road, on the 
northwest corner of the farm owned by 
Elam S. Worden. Leland Station was 
located at the village of Emery. 


Figure 1-6 comes from a map of Salem 
Township which appeared in the 1874 
Combination Atlas Map of Washtenaw 
County, Michigan. It shows the farm 
of Elam S. Worden, before the railroad 
arrived. Worden operated a sawmill on 
his property, which was indicated on 
this map by a star. Nearby, Worden 
Station was built at the place where the 
railroad (superimposed in red) crossed 
Five Mile Road. Figure 1-7A is a 1937 
aerial photograph of that locale. Figure 
1-7B has the abandoned grade added. 
The Worden farmhouse, at 5540 Five Mile 
Road, remained on this property in 2003. 
At that time, the residence was owned by 
a Michigan State Senator, The Honorable 
Alma Wheeler Smith. One published 
account of Salem Township history 
suggests that a barn on the south side 
of the Smith farmhouse had previously 
served as the station at Worden. If true, 
it suggests that after the railroad was 
removed, this building was moved from its 
original position, which was approximately 
500 feet west of the farmhouse. In the late 
nineteenth century, small buildings were 


commonly moved to secondary, more 
useful locations. 
Leland Station was named for a 


Washtenaw County Probate Judge, Emery 
Leland, upon whose property the station 
was located. The village and Post Office 
associated with the station were called 
Emery. Figure 1-8 was prepared from the 
1874 map of Northfield Township which 


appears in Combination Atlas Map of 


Washtenaw County, Michigan. Rights- 
of-way are indicated, by the author, 


in red. In 1881, the railroad was built 
across the southeastern corner of the 
Judge's property. Figure 1-9 enlarges the 
Northfield Township portion of the 1895 
standard Atlas of Washtenaw County. 
The station is visible, on the northwest 
side of the track, near the northwest 
corner of the intersection between Earhart 
and Northfield Church Roads. Figures 1- 
10A and 1-10B come from the 1937 aerial 
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Figure 1-6 1874 Map Showing Worden Farm in Salem Township | 
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Figure 1- 7B 1937 | Right- ہج‎ of Abandoned Railroad 
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TOLEDO, ANN ARBOR & NORTH MICHIGAN ۱ 


LINE OF ROAD.—Toledo, Ohio, to Mt. Pleasant, via Howell and Qwosso. 168 miles. 


Entrance into Toledo, O., by its own right of way, Lon feet wide and two 
and three-fourths miles through the City, with one-half mile water front on the 
Maumee River, deep water, where a Grain Elevator is to be built by the Ele- 
vator Company. 


CONNECTIONS AT TOLEDO, O. 
FOR GENERAL MERCHANDISE TRAFFIC. 


. With the Pennsylvania R.R., from Pittsburg, Philadelphia and the East. 
H Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Re, for St. Louis and the Southwest, 
Dayton & Michigan R.R., for Cincinnati and the South. 
Toledo, Columbus & Southern R'y. 
Toledo, Cincinnati & St. Louis R.R., for St, Louis and the West. 
Wheeling & Lake Erie R.R., for Pittsburg, Buffalo, Rochester 
and New York. 
FOR COAL TRAFFIC. 
. With the Columbus, Hocking Valley & Toledo R.R., for the coal fields 
of the Hocking Valley. 
" Wheeling and Lake Erie R.R., for the coal and iron fields of 
Southeastern Ohio. 
e Ohio Central R.R., for the coal fields of Central Ohio. 


The State of Michigan being practically without coal, special attention is 
called to the above. 


CONNECTIONS AND INTERSECTIONS ALONG THE LINE OF THE ROAD. 


I At the Michigan State Line, with the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern 
Re and the Canada Southern ۰ 

Eighteen miles north of Toledo, with the Lake Shore and Michigan 

Southern R'y Line from Monroe to Adrian. | 

. At Dundee, with the Chicago & Canada Southern R'y, and Michigan & 
Ohio R.R, 

. Thirty-one miles north of Toledo, with the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific 
R'y, forming a direct line by this connection to Detroit, only a few 
miles longer than the rouie from Toledo to Detroit, via the Lake 
Shore ۰ 

, At Ypsilanti Junction, with the Detroit, Hillsdale & Southwestern R.R. 

. At Ann Arbor, with the main line of the Michigan Central R.R. 

. At South Lyons, with the Michigan Air Line Division of the Grand 
Trunk R'y of Canada. 

. At Howell, with the Detroit, Lansing & Northern R.R. 

. Ten miles south of Owosso, with the Chicago & Grand Trunk R'y. 

. At Owosso, with the Detroit & Milwaukee R.R. and the Jackson, Lansing 
& Saginaw Division of the Michigan Central R.R. 

. At St. Louis, Mich., with the Saginaw Valley R.R., and with the Chicago, 
Saginaw & Canada R.R. 

. At Mt. Pleasant, with branch of Flint & Pere Marquette R.R. 

. At Evart, with main line of Flint & Pere Marquette R.R. 

. At Cadillac, with the Grand Rapids & Indiana R.R. 

All these roads being crossed substantially at right angles, become feeders 
and not competitors. 


PROJECTED CONNECTING ROADS. 


I. Toledo, Saginaw & Muskegon. 3. Pentwater, Cedar Springs & Toledo, 
3. Frankfort & Southeastern. 4. Toledo, Ann Arbor & Cadillac. 


Figure 1-15 1886 Map Insert 


not yet completed. Shortly thereafter, 
an interlocking (the signaling system 
used where the two lines crossed at 
grade) was installed at Lakeland, and 
the railroad finished the segment from 
Lakeland to what had previously been 
Hamburg Junction. This segment lay 
immediately north of the Michigan Air- 
Line Railway. Figure 1-17 is part of a 
location map submitted to the Michigan 
Railroad Commission on September 20, 
1895, by H. E. Riggs, the Chief Engineer 
of the Ann Arbor Railroad Company. It 
is reproduced courtesy of Henry Burger. 
The locale is Hamburg Junction. The 
green color identifies the Michigan Air- 
Line Railway. Yellow is used to show 
the position of The Toledo, Ann Arbor & 
North Michigan Railway before it built its 
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sentence of the following paragraph. 
Figure 1-14 is an 1884 photograph of 
Engine 213 at an undisclosed location. 
It is part of the Charles Thomas Stoner 
Collection at the University of Michigan's 
Bentley Historical Library, and was 
provided by Henry Burger. There is little 
doubt that this locomotive visited all the 
previously described stations. 


By December 31, 1885, The Toledo, Ann 
Arbor & North Michigan Railway had 
finished its line from Durand, Michigan 
to Hamburg Junction. A new track was 
also constructed, in 1885, between a 
point immediately northeast of Leland 
station and the town of Hamburg. On 
June 21, 1886, running rights were 
secured over 3.07 miles of the Michigan 
Air-Line Division of the Grand Trunk 
Railway, between Hamburg and Hamburg 
Junction. In conjunction with the 
completion of its Owosso-Durand track in 
October of 1886, The Toledo, Ann Arbor 
& North Michigan Railway was finally 
able to operate trains continuously (and 
efficiently) between Toledo and Owosso. 
Once this configuration was achieved, 
traffic flow on the railroad was greatly 
affected. No longer was South Lyon on 
the mainline. Indeed, an insert which 
was part of Colton's 1886 Map of Michigan 
Showing the Toledo, Ann Arbor & North 
Michigan Railway and Connecting Lines, 
reproduced in Figure 1-15, makes it clear 
that the interchange of freight with the 
Detroit, Lansing & Northern Railroad, 
at South Lyon, had ceased. However, 
interchange with the Michigan Air-Line 
continued to take place there. 


Figure 1-16 comes from the 1895 Standard 
Atlas of Livingston County, Michigan. 
This map of part of Hamburg Township 
displays the situation sometime in 1893. 
Note that the position of the Michigan 
Air-Line Railway differs from that which 
appears on the December, 1893 map seen 
on page 29. This suggests that the latter 
line was also realigned at approximately 
the same time that The Toledo, Ann Arbor 
& North Michigan Railway built its own 
track between Hamburg and Lakeland, 
Michigan. At the time Figure 1-16 was 
prepared, the portion of The Toledo, Ann 
Arbor & North Michigan Railway, between 
Lakeland and Hamburg Junction, was 
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Figure 1-17 1895 Railroad Location Map at Hamburg Junction 
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County, Michigan 


ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION 
of the 
fand Northern Nailway Company, 


መ‏ سے 


8 rd day of July, ` UO. 


ARTICLE د‎ Es 


We, the undersifpned subscribers to the capital 
stock of the South yous ana Northern Rallway Comrany , do 
herchy a8Docinte ourselves torcther and form 8 incorpo- 


mted Company, under and 1: pursuance of an Act of the 


Lerislature of the State of Michinan, entitled "An Act to 


revise the Laws providing for the incorporation^of Rnil-, 
rond Companies, and to remulate the running and manaroment 
and to fix the duties, and the 11 5518 of all railroad 
and other corporations, running or operating any railroad 
in the State, approved May let, 1473", ne the Acts nmend- 
ator and surplementary thereto, and we hercoy adopt the 
following Articles of Association nu the Charter of said 
“Company, in conformi ty with, and by the authority of the 


several Acts aforesaid. 


Figure 1-19 1890 Articles 
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own right-of-way between Hamburg and 
Hamburg Junction. A red line locates the 
new grade of the latter line. Figure 1-18 is 
the representation of Hamburg Township 
that appeared in the 1915 version of the 


Standard Atlas of Livingston County, 
Michigan. 


The line between Leland Station and 
Hamburg was built in haste. It was 
an attempt to more closely connect two 
separate portions of the railroad. It was 
poorly engineered. Henry E. Riggs was 
Chief Engineer of the line from 1890 until 
1895. He wrote in The Ann Arbor Railroad 
Fifty Years Ago that "This was by all odds 
the poorest location on this railroad, if not 
in the world. The country was flat so that 
grades were no problem, but the hundreds 
of degrees of senseless curvature, the 
seeking of wet swampy worthless land 
for right of way, the two major sinkholes, 
and the use of one nine-degree curve with 
an angle of about 100 degrees, mark it as 
the work of a schoolboy, not an engineer. 
Furthermore, much of the right of way 
had not been bought until 1890 and 1891, 


But on October 1, 1890, the railroad 
ceased operations over the right-of-way 
from South Lyon to a point two miles 
south of that village. However, the idle 
tracks remained in place. Tensions 
between the railroad and inhabitants of 
south Lyon came to a head during one 
weekend in late March, 1891. Salem 
Township's Other Railroad 1881-1891, by 
Karl Gierman, reports that on Saturday, 
March 28, 1891, a group of disgruntled 
South Lyon citizens destroyed some of the 
railroad's track within the city. “The next 
morning (Sunday) a train of flatcars with 
100 men arrived in South Lyon. They 
proceeded to tear up five miles of track 
and piled it on flatcars as they worked 
their way south past the Worden Station 
and southwest another 2 miles toward 
the Leland station. Mr. Ashley, however, 
would never admit that his own men tore 
up the track. He claimed that all 100 men 
had bought a ticket to South Lyon on that 
sunday morning, and he did not know 
who they were." The February 24, 1949 
edition of The South Lyon Herald carried 
an article giving additional details about 
those events. 





In 1895, the railroad revealed a plan to 
reroute its right-of-way from the north 
side of Ann Arbor to Horseshoe Lake, 
southeast of Whitmore Lake, Michigan. 
When this new construction was finished, 
in 1896, track was removed from the older 
alignment that served Leland Station, and 
that right-of-way was officially abandoned. 
The map on page 30 represents the 
post-1896 track plan of the Ann Arbor 
Railroad, north of Ann Arbor, as well 
as all abandoned segments. The map 
opposite the title page is reproduced from 
the 1895 Standard Atlas of Washtenaw 
Count Michigan. It indicates the 
railroad's location immediately before the 
line assumed its modern configuration. 
since then, there have been no significant 
changes in track alignment within 
Washtenaw County. 


22 


when I secured most of it in exchange for 
passes for the families of the owners for a 
trip to Frankfort.” 


By the early 1890s, the future of the 
railroad was clearly tied to northern 
Michigan. Although the track from Emery 
to South Lyon (after 1886 called the South 
Lyon Branch) cost more to maintain than 
any revenue it generated, citizens of South 
Lyon continued to want direct rail access 
to Toledo. Disregarding local sentiment, 
The Toledo, Ann Arbor & North Michigan 
Railway sold off the South Lyon Branch 
through a deed signed August o, 1890. The 
grantee was an entity formed in Michigan 
by means of Articles of Association, which 
were signed on July 3, 1890. Figure 1-19 
reproduces part of the first page of these 
Articles. The new owner of the South Lyon 
Branch was the South Lyons [sic] and 
Northern Railway Company, owned solely 
by investors who purportedly resided 
in New York City (primarily Brooklyn). 
The stated plan of the company was to 
operate a railroad that would originate at 
a connection with The Toledo, Ann Arbor 
& North Michigan Railway, approximately 
1,500 feet northeast of Leland Station; the 
other end of the line was to be at Flint, 
Michigan. 


The August 5 deed, which transferred the 
right-of-way, was recorded August 20, 
1890. It is found on page 511 of Oakland 
County Deed Book 2159. Even at that 
time, there was suspicion that the buyer 
was not really a company interested in 
promoting a new railroad. Rather, that 
it was a dummy organization, set up by 
the grantor of the deed. This thought was 
reinforced by the fact that The Toledo, 
Ann Arbor & North Michigan Railway 
continued to run trains on this track, 
even though technically, the company no 
longer owned it. 


Track Configurations 
between 1878 and 1896 
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The Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand Trunk Railway in August, 1881 
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Part 2 


Finding the Old Grades 


tee is located just east of the place where 
the line to South Lyon diverged from 
the current railroad. Figure 2-3 is a 
photograph that appeared in the February 
24, 1949 edition of the South Lyon Herald. 
The view is southwest, toward the point of 
divergence. The old grade was smoothed 
away when the golf course was contoured. 
Figure 2-4 is a 2012 photograph facing 
toward the same point. The railroad 
right-of-way is now occupied by the first 
half of the fourth fairway. Figure 2-5 is 
a 2012 picture looking northeast from a 
point immediately north of the fourth tee. 
A dogleg in the fairway, to the left, marks 
the place where the former, now removed 
railroad grade diverges from the fairway. 
At that point, the railroad veered east, to 
cross what is now the fifth fairway. Figure 
2-6 is a modern photograph facing south 
along the fifth fairway. The railroad ran 
in the depression beyond the hill in the 
foreground, and was located north of the 
visible trees. 


Farther east, signs of the abandoned 
line are plentiful in the wooded area 
immediately south of the Stapp Nature 
Area. Figure 2-7 displays that part of the 
right-of-way, which lay in a deep cut, on 
a 2007 aerial photograph. One hundred 
feet west of Traverwood Drive, Figure 2-8 
is a 2010 view facing south, across that 
cut. 


A faint trace of the grade is still visible 
southwest of Bluett Road. Figure 2-9 is 
a 2011 image made approximately 85 feet 
south of that road. It was obtained from 
the driveway serving the residence at 2940 
Bluett Road. The slightly elevated right- 
of-way can be noted in this view toward 
the southwest. Only a short distance 
farther east, where Bluett Road makes 
a jog to the northeast, the road itself 
lies upon the old roadbed, as far as the 
junction with Bunker Hill Road. Beyond 


Accurate maps are invaluable for locating 
precisely the areas where old grades of the 
Ann Arbor Railroad still exist. It is quite 
satisfying when physical evidence of an 
abandoned right-of-way can be located 
on the ground. Over time, both natural 
and human processes have tended to 
obscure physical features that remained 
when these tracks were removed. Water, 
wind, farming, and construction projects 
have degraded much of this ancient, 
abandoned ine. Each year, these residual 
traces become harder to find. In the case 
of the segment from Emery to Hamburg, 
built in large part on low, swampy land, 
it is remarkable that any of it remains 
visible. In other areas, such as near 
North Territorial Road, the line crossed 
farmland which, following abandonment, 
has been plowed scores of times, with total 
obliteration of any visible right-of-way. 


This book can serve as a guide for locating 
old grades in the years to come, when more 
and more signs of their existence will have 
disappeared. The logical place to begin 
looking is the north side of Ann Arbor, 
at the origin of the extension to South 
Lyon. Regrettably, road and subdivision 
development here have erased much 
of this part of the city's early railroad 
history. Figure 2-1A is part of a 1955 
aerial photograph of this region. In Figure 
2-118, current roads are superimposed 
in yellow, while the abandoned railroad 
grade is represented by a red line. 


Currently, the Leslie Park Golf Course 
encloses the first portion of the right-of- 
way. Figure 2-2A displays that segment 
on a 1949 aerial photograph. Virtually 
the same ground appears in Figure 2- 
2B, a 2011 aerial. Weekdays are a good 
time to visit the golf course. Check in at 
the clubhouse and then follow pathways 
leading to the east side of the existing 
Ann Arbor Railroad tracks. The fourth 
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is part of Domino's Farms. This portion 
can be located approximately 0.2 mile west 
of the residence at 3670 Warren Road. 
There, north of the road, a large fill can 
be seen most easily in winter, when leaves 
are absent. Figure 2-11 was obtained in 
2003. It shows the view south from that 
same place on Warren Road. The gate is 
across the old right-of-way; south of that 
point, several hundred yards of elevated 
grade are visible. 
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Figure 2- 1A 1955 Aerial Photograph of the Peson North of Ann Arbor 


that intersection, the right-of-way passes 
through a residential neighborhood, but 
can be located again on the north side 
of Rumsey Drive. Figure 2-10 is a 2011 
view northeast from the tennis court 
immediately east of 3226 Rumsey Drive. 
1 he E lies straight ahead, in thick 
rush. 


After leaving Ann Arbor, the line ran 
directly north, through land that currently 
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Figure 2- 1B "1955 Aerial with Superimposed Roads and ہے‎ 


farmhouse at 3534 Joy Road. Here, 
the railroad travelled in a north-south 
direction. Figure 2-13 is a 2003 picture 
which was made facing southeast from 
Joy Road, toward the farmhouse. 


Farther north, Figure 2-14 is a 2003 view 
facing south from 5203 Pontiac Trail. In 
this picture, several evergreen trees are 
growing on the grade. North of Pontiac 
Trail, the railroad turned northeast toward 


Another segment of right-of-way can be 
found approximately halfway between 
Warren Road and Joy Road, near the 
center of Section 2, Township 2 South, 
Range 6 East. Figure 2-12 is a photograph 
made there in 2010. It is a view south, 
made upon property owned by Domino's 
Farms. Afilled right-of-way is present. 


The grade is no longer visible at the place 
where it passed immediately east of the 
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Figure 2-2B 2011 Abandoned Grade with 
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Figure 2-4 2012 View Southwest toward Origin of Abandoned Grade 
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Figure 2-7 2007 Aerial Photograph at Stapp Nature Area 
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Figure 2-11 2003 View South from Warren Road 
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to the Wagner farm at 5810 Earhart 
Road. The station became part of a barn 
and the baggage building found use as 
a shed. Ezra, the son of John Wagner, 
was born in 1898. He later operated the 
farm, and was the source of information 
about these structures. Ezra was elderly 
in the 1990s, at a time when both 
former railroad buildings had become 
dilapidated. They were burned, in 1994, 
in a fire department training exercise 
authorized by a descendant of Ezra. 
Figure 1-11 shows the two buildings and 
Ezra, when he was a boy. Ezra died in 
1997, at the age of 98. Figure 2-16 is a 
2012 photograph facing northeast from 
Earhart Road, along the abandoned right- 
of-way. It was made approximately 315 
feet north of the intersection of Earhart 
and Northfield Church Roads. 


North of Emery, the railroad crossed 
North Territorial Road at two separate 
spots. The crossing built in 1886 was 
located approximately 312 yards east 
of the intersection of Earhart Road and 
North Territorial Road. This is the line 


2266. 
- ¿of Grade 


Emery, the location of Leland Station. 
Emery was located at the junction of 
Earhart and Northfield Church Roads. 
To reach Emery, from Pontiac Trail, turn 
north at Earhart Road. Figure 2-15 was 
made at Emery in 2003. The view is 
northwest, toward the former location 
of Leland Station. The address of the 
current residence here is 5715 Earhart 
Road. Track ran diagonally, behind the 
place where the current structure was 
built, long after removal of the railroad. 
The rails crossed both Northfield Church 
Road (on the left) and Earhart Road (on 
the right). In 2003, the occupants of 
this house mentioned that at a previous 
time, there had been two structures on 
this property: the station and a baggage 
building. 


John Wagner owned a farm on the east 
side of Earhart Road as early as 1895. 
The railroad had crossed through this 
property before Wagner owned it. After 
the tracks were taken up, both structures 
described in the previous paragraph were 
moved northeast, across Earhart Road, 





Figure 2-1! 15 2003 View ‘Northwest t toward House at 5715 Earhart Road. 
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Figure 2- 17 2003 View Northwest at 4181 North T erritorial Road 
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grade, and was made from Dixboro Road 
in that same year. Figure 2-20 presents 
the view in the opposite direction, toward 
the northeast. In the 1950s, Elmer filled 
in the railroad cut on the northwest corner 
of his property. He wanted to more easily 
cultivate a small, triangular area of land 
that had been isolated from the main part 
of his fields by the grade. In this figure, 
Elmer stands next to the essentially 
obliterated right-of-way. 


At the site of Worden Station, there is 
nothing to suggest the prior presence of 
a railroad. The site is on Five Mile Road, 
approximately 315 yards east of Dixboro 
Road. The station, known to have been 
on the farm of Elam S. Worden, must have 
been on the south side of Five Mile Road, 
since Hiram G. Warren owned the land 
north of road, at the place where the rails 
crossed. Figure 2-21, from 2003, is a view 
EES from the spot where the station 
stood. 


that led to Horseshoe Lake and Hamburg, 
and other points north and west. It is 
easy to find, because it now is used as the 
driveway for the residence at 4181 North 
Territorial Road. Figure 2-17 shows the 
view northwest along the old grade, as it 
appeared in 2003. Later, we will return 
to finish tracing the route of this track, to 
the northwest. 


The other crossing of North Territorial 
Road occurred about 88 yards east of the 
one described above. It was constructed 
as part of the original line to South Lyon, 
and was in operation by August of 1881. 
Figure 2-18, another 2003 photograph, 
faces southwest at the location of this 
crossing. Here, extensive farming has 
removed all traces of the grade. 


Continuing north, the railroad can be 
observed where it crossed Dixboro Road. 
This occurred about 40 yards north of the 
driveway for Elmer Wessel's farmhouse, 
located at 6868 Dixboro Road in 2003. 
Figure 2-19 is a view southwest along the 
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Figure 2-18 2003 View Southwest from North T erritorial Road 
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Figure 2-20 2003 View Northeast at 6868 Dixboro Road 
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Figure 2-22 2003 View Northeast from Six Mile Road 
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it on the south side of East Liberty Street. 
Figure 2-25 is a photograph facing south 
at that location. On the east (left) side of 
the picture is 430 East Liberty Street; on 
the west (right) side is the residence at 
410 East Liberty Street. The right-of-way 
can no longer be identified on the north 
side of East Liberty Street. 


South Lyon has only one railroad today, 
although three lines served that city as 
late as 1890. Figure 2-26 is an artist's 
concept of what might have been seen 
there in 1887. The view is toward the 
northwest, along the mainline of the 
Detroit, Lansing & Northern Railroad. 
The Michigan Air-Line Railway crosses 
the D, L & N in the lower right part of the 
image. Engine £12 of the Toledo, Ann 
Arbor & North Michigan Railway prepares 
to depart the station with a southbound 
passenger train. Figure 2-27 is a 2012 
photograph made from approximately the 
same position. 


Exploring the line northwest of the place 
pictured in Figure 2-17 requires returning 
to the junction of Earhart and North 
Territorial Roads. Proceed north on 
Earhart Road and stop at the driveway 
for 6188 Earhart Road (this is on the 
east side of the road). Figure 2-28 was 
obtained while facing southeast across 
this driveway. As the abandoned grade is 
followed farther west, it crosses Earhart 
Road (unseen here) approximately 22 
yards south of the intersection between the 
driveway and Earhart Road. Nowadays, a 
culvert is located at the place of crossing. 


Somewhat farther north, the entrance to 
Earhart Par 3 Golf Course 15 on the left, at 
6201 Earhart Road. The railroad right-of- 
way cuts across this driveway diagonally, 
and is visible north of the entry road. 
Figure 2-29 is a 2003 view northwest at 
that point. The visible ditch was created 
when the railroad removed material 
needed for building up the grade. To the 
west, the ditch can still be seen crossing 
the golf course, but much of the railroad 
grade was smoothed away when fairways 
were created. Figure 2-30 is part of a 
2010 aerial photograph demonstrating 
remaining features of the grade. 


Farther northeast, toward South Lyon, 
the next readily identifiable railroad 
remnant can be found approximately 
250 feet directly east of the driveway 
at 5641 Six Mile Road. Figure 2-22 
is a 2003 view looking northeast from 
there. To the right of the fence post is 
a ditch. Farther to the right, covered by 
the brush on the right side of the ditch, 
is the elevated grade. Here, the right- 
of-way runs in a northeasterly direction. 
Next, the grade crosses Pontiac Trail. No 
sign of it remains there, at approximately 
8374 Pontiac Trail. After crossing Pontiac 
Trail, the path abandoned by the railroad 
begins to curve toward the north. It starts 
being oriented directly north and south 
at the place where it crosses Seven Mile 
Road. That spot is at the east end of the 
property at 6120 Seven Mile Road. There, 
the grade lies in a shallow cut on the 
south side of the road. North of the road, 
the grade is approximately 45 yards east 
of the driveway at 6125 Seven Mile Road. 
The previously mentioned edition of the 
South Lyon Herald also contained a 1949 
photograph made in this area. Figure 
2-23 looks north along the abandoned 
right-of-way, north of Seven Mile Road. 
At Eight Mile Road, the grade crossing 
is approximately 100 feet west of the 
intersection of Parkwood Drive and Eight 
Mile Road. North of that point, the tracks 
headed directly north, toward South 
Lyon. 


A trace of the right-of-way can be found 
in the southeast part of South Lyon, a 
short distance south of the South Lyon 
Cemetery. Near the southwest corner of 
the cemetery, Yerke's Drain is crossed by 
a relatively new concrete bridge. Just west 
of the bridge, Norman Somers recalls that 
several years ago, the old wooden railroad 
bridge was still visible, though it no longer 
can be seen today. Approximately 135 feet 
south of the center of the current concrete 
bridge, Figure 2-24 is a 2012 view west. It 
was photographed from the place where a 
chain link fence stands. A small portion 
of elevated grade can be noted. 


North of Yerke's Drain, the grade lies 
immediately west of the fence enclosing 
the cemetery. It can no longer be 
distinguished, just north of Stryker 
Street. On the other hand, it is easy to see 
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Figure 2-29 2003 View Northwest at 6201 Earhart Road 
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Figure 2- 31 2003 View Northwest at 7337 Spencer Road 
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Meadows Golf Course is on the right (east) 
side of the road. The grade passes across 
the southwest part of the golf course. 
Similar to the situation at Earhart Par 
3, construction of the links has made it 
impossible to find the old railroad grade. 


From Sutton Road, turn left (west) onto 
Five Mile Road. Stop approximately 
127 yards east of Spencer Road. This 
is the where the right-of-way crosses 
Five Mile Road. In doing so, it forms the 
hypotenuse of a small right triangle of 


Figure 2-32 2010 Lidar Hillshade Image of Grade at Nollar Road 


| 





Return to North Territorial Road and 
travel west to Stewart Lane. Turn right 
(north) and head toward the northern part 
of the lane. There, the roadway divides 
into two separate driveways, immediately 
south of a low, swampy area. Along the 
left (westerly) driveway, traces of elevated 
railroad grade remain, in the lowest part 
of the swamp. 


Continue west along North Territorial 
Road and turn right (north) on Sutton 
Road. While driving north, Rolling 
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Figure 2-33 2003 View South ہے‎ Grade Abandoned | in | 189 | 


driveway for the residence at 7687 Nollar 
Road. A local resident told me that, during 
the winter, it is possible to see mounded 
dirt (the abandoned grade) protruding from 
the swamp on the west side of the road. 
Figure 2-32 is a 2010 Lidar Hillshade 
aerial image of this general area. West of 
Nollar Road, the grade curves such that 
it runs only slightly west of north, as it 
approaches the existing rail line. 


It is easiest to reach the area northwest 
of the region shown in Figure 2-32 by 
continuing north, on Nollar Road, and 
then tuning left (west) onto Six Mile Road. 
When you arrive at The Links at Whitmore 
Lake, Six Mile Road crosses a remnant 
of the old Ann Arbor Railroad mainline, 
which is now operated as the Great Lakes 
Central Railroad. Approximately 0 
yards south of the crossing is the place 
where the abandoned right-of-way joins 
the currently active railroad. Figure 2- 
33, made in 2003, is a view south at that 
place. The abandoned grade, coming 
northwest from Emery, is visible on the 
left side of the Great Lakes Central track. 


land, bounded by Five Mile Road (on the 
south) and Spencer Road (on the west). 

ditch begins on the north side of Five Mile 
Road at the place where the grade crosses 
it. The ditch runs diagonally toward the 
northwest. It was created at the time 
the railroad was constructed, where fill 
material was needed to elevate the grade. 


Proceed north, from the intersection of 
Five Mile Road and Spencer Road, to the 
driveway at 7337 Spencer Road. The old 
railroad right-of-way crosses Spencer 
Road precisely at this location. However, 
little of the grade can be found now. Figure 
2-31, a 2003 view toward the northwest, 
indicates the former location of tracks. 


Now travel south on Spencer Road to 
North Territorial Road, and then drive 
west to Nollar Road. Turn right (north) 
on Nollar Road. Approximately 1,155 
yards north of North Territorial Road, 
Nollar Road crosses the abandoned grade, 
in a low, swampy area. The location is 
approximately 110 yards south of the 
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1886 through 1893 (see the map on page 
26). Because this part of the Michigan 
Air-Line Division was abandoned several 
years ago, the only currently active track 
at Lakeland is the former Ann Arbor 
line, now part of the Great Lakes Central 
Railroad. Thus, there is some justification 
for including these pictures, because the 
abandoned track, at Lakeland, was used 
by the Ann Arbor Railroad for about seven 
years. Figure 2-35 shows the site of the 
former interlocking (see page 19 for the 
definition of an interlocking) at Lakeland, 
situated approximately 300 yards west of 
Pettys Drive. The photograph was taken 
looking west, along the now abandoned 
Michigan Air-Line grade. The structure in 
the lower left corner is a railroad bridge, 
spanning a small creek. A recreational 
trail now follows the abandoned Airline 
grade. Figure 2-36 was made at the same 





When this picture was made in 2003, those 
rails were part of the Tuscola & Saginaw 
Bay Railway. Figure 2-34 is a 2010 Lidar 
Hillshade image of the Horseshoe Lake 
region, immediately northwest of Figure 
2-32. Some portions of the grade built 
originally in 1885 have been realigned, 
over the years, and are so indicated. 


Though technically not part of a tour of 
abandoned Ann Arbor Railroad grades, I 
could not resist including two additional 
photographs. These were made in 2003 
at Lakeland, Michigan. There, for many 
years, the Ann Arbor Railroad crossed 
the Michigan Air-Line Division of the 
Grand Trunk Western Railroad. The Ann 
Arbor Railroad actually operated over 
the Michigan Air-Line Division, between 
Hamburg and Hamburg Junction, from 
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Figu e 2-36 2003 View Southeast along Former Ann Arbor RR Grade 





Although not part of the mainline built 
by the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Grand Trunk 
Railway, the Macon Branch, leading to a 
quarry, existed from about 1883-1884 
until 1892. It originated approximately 
halfway between Dundee, Michigan, and 
Azalia, Michigan, at the place designated 
originally by the railroad as "Macon." The 
branch was 1.62 miles long and terminated 
at a limestone quarry located within the 
Macon Reservation. Figure 2-37 is part 
of Map of the Toledo, Ann Arbor and North 
Michigan Railway & Connections, created 
by Rand McNally & Company. It was 
published in the November, 1889 issue 
of Investor's Supplement, Volume XLIX. 
The Macon Branch appears immediately 
south of Azalia, Michigan. 


Early on, this limestone quarry was known 
as the Christiancy Quarry. That name 
referred to a former owner, the Honorable 
Isaac P. Christiancy of Monroe, Michigan. 
Histo of Monroe Count Michigan 
reports that the quarry “is located in the 
former bed of the Macon River [Creek], 
from which the water was deflected by 
an embankment and extends along the 
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location while looking in a southeast 
direction. The same railroad bridge can 
be seen on the left side of that picture. 


My most vivid memory of Lakeland comes 
from a story told to me in 1967. I was 
working on a southbound train, from 
Owosso to Toledo, as it approached the 
diamond at Lakeland. The signal at 
the Grand Trunk (Michigan  Air-Line) 
interlocking was green. As per protocol, 
both the engineer and fireman said "fair 
board." Then they began to reminisce 
about an incident that occurred at 
Lakeland several years before. The 
engineer of a Toledo-bound Ann Arbor 
train failed to stop for a red signal at 
Lakeland. As a result, the Ann Arbor 
locomotive hit a Grand Trunk train 
that was already crossing the diamond. 
Realizing that he was in deep trouble, the 
enterprising Ann Arbor engineer climbed 
the ladder on the signal stand, and broke 
the bulb illuminating the red signal. 
Apparently, the engineer was able to keep 
his job, after investigation of the accident 
was finished. 
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Figure 2-37 1889 Portion of Map from Investor’s Supplement 
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the date when the spur was finally removed 
is not known, Macon Junction continued 
to appear as a motor car stop on the Ann 
Arbor Railroad as late as 1911. 


Figure 2-40 is an undated photograph 
which appeared previously in Dundee 
Area Sesquicentennial 1824-1974. In 
addition to track and quarry buildings 
in the background, a sawmill is visible 
in the foreground. The earlier citation 
for this picture declared that both quarry 
and sawmill were operated by Mr. R. E. 
Bullock. Further examination of Figure 
2-38 confirms that in 1896, the property 
where both businesses were located was, 
indeed, owned by Bullock. 


Water is still found in the old quarry, now 
located immediately west of the junction 
of Bigelow Road and Bunce Road. The 
quarry pool was easily visible in the 
1949 Detroit Edison aerial photograph 
reproduced in Figure 2-41. Nowadays, 
even if armed with information gleaned 
from Figure 2-39, the right-of-way followed 
by the Macon Branch cannot be discerned 
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stream for about thirty rods, with a main 
excavation of four hundred and fifty by 
two hundred feet." 


The Macon Reservation was established 
by Hull's Treaty of 1807, which awarded 
certain Indian tribes, primarily the 
Pottawatomie, nine sections of land in 
Dundee Township of Monroe County 
Figure 2-38 comes from page 44 of the 
1896 Standard Atlas of Monroe County, 
Michigan. It demonstrates the general 
location of the reservation and Macon 
Creek (labeled therein as “Macon River”). 


The Macon Branch appears in Figure 2-39, 
which comes from the 1884 Tackabury’s 
Atlas of the State of Michigan. By then, 
the firm of Bemis & Nogan operated the 
stone quarry. After 1892, The Toledo, 
Ann Arbor & North Michigan Railway no 
longer designated the track to the quarry 
as a branch line of the railroad. However, 
the track may have functioned as a spur, 
under private ownership, for some period 
of time after 1892. As such, its place of 
origin became Macon Junction. Although 
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I know of no official plans to preserve these 
remaining grades as a part of the historical 
record of southeastern Michigan. With 
much local work, and good luck, that 
might still happen! 


November, 2012 
Olympia, Washington 
James S. Hannum, M. D., extra-board 


brakeman, Ann Arbor Railroad, summer 
of 7 


unequivocally. Currently, the site of the 


former Dundee Cement Company quarry 


occupies most of the western half of the 
ancient grade. 


This concludes the tour of the abandoned 
early lines. Winter, when most vegetation 
is leafless, is the best time to see features 
of the old roadbed. 


Figure 2- 41 1949 Aerial [ovS of Quarry 
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Ee EY M EMBER 


THAT THE SHORTEST AND QUICKEST ROUTE 


(BY SEVERAL HOURS) 


From TOLEDO, OHIO and All Southern Points, 


FAMOUS SUMMER RESORTS 
GRAND RAPIDS & INDIANA 


DETROIT, m & MARQUETTE RAILROADS, 


ጋር. oa‏ کہ 


Toledo, ADN اانا‎ Grani 07 


WHICH HAS 


2 EXPRESS TRAINS DAILY, 2 
ካው | (EXCEPT SUNDAY) | 
BETWEEN TOLEDO ^v» SOUTH LYON, 
Where Close and Sure Connections are made with 
Detroit, Lansing & Northern Traing, 


TO AND FROM THE WEST. 


Sleeping Car Berths—South Lyon to Mackinaw City or any intermediate point— 


may be secured by addressing the General Passenger Agent at Toledo. 


H. W. ASHLEY, W. H. BENNETT, 
Superintendent, General Passenger Agent. 
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